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Chairman’s message
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Welcome!
Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that we bring to you, our Annual Report 2016-2017.
In this report we have tried to encapsulate the spirit of the year, along with a
glimpse of the future strategic direction. In this successful endeavour, I appreciate,
recognize and laud the contribution made by the Volunteers, members, staff,
parents, and most importantly, the fresh ideas and voices of our programme
participants - the children and young adults who are the very centre of our
existence. The major highlights of the year 2016-2017 are detailed in the report.
I take this opportunity to thank each and every person who has walked along with us
and helped us reach where we are today.
We have a long journey ahead of us. I look forward to continued support from one
and all.
Pragye Kisslay
Chairman
Pragyavataran Educational Society

Who We Are
http://pragyavataran.org

Pragyavataran Educational Society is a nongovernment, non-political, not for profit, secular
organization registered in 2003 under the Societies
Registration Act 1860. Its main objective is to
improve the living conditions of rural and tribal
people of India, in an integrated community
development approach, across impact domains.

free education to economically challenged kids,
market-relevant vocational trainings to teenage
girls and hands on skills to young adults through
project based services.

Our Mission
Society wants to fight lopsided economics through
its institutional care. That lack of opportunity not
be the cause for a child left behind, or reason for a
girl’s dream to not fulfil. So that poverty not be the
barrier or obstruction, the PEDSO model of serving
communities through a self-reliant model and
collected pool of resources and endowments from
the Global patrons is giving hope. Hope for a new
generation to compete in market challenges and
contribute to their family’s well-being in long term.

Pragyavataran Educational Society is committed to
All-inclusive education & Universal healthcare; this Our Objectives
model of community's engagement is changing
• Development & Rehabilitation of Street
lifestyles & attitudes, bit by bit, hamlet by hamlet,
Children and Protection of Child rights.
village by village and empowering people dispirited by generations of poverty, lack of access to
• Equipping Women & Adolescent Girls with
agency to design their lives with independence
basic of development.
and awareness (of their rights), to uplift whole
families.
Task of bridging gap to services and economic
opportunity is not Government’s alone, making
• To provide income generation options through
our own people compete with market challenges
formation of SHGs to women.
cannot be National policy. This is our Generation's
call for action. For a nation numbed by history of
• Rural Development with Natural
servitude and depravity, offering functional classResources Management.
rooms with world class-skills and fundamentals of
• Elimination of Child Labour.
education is already bringing genuine smiles.
Universalising healthcare is moving the financial
burden away from personal pockets, bringing
world class diagnostics, emergency and general
health services in everyone’s reach.

Our Vision
Pragyavataran Educational Society believes a
wholesome and caring childhood, intellectually
stimulating education followed by providing
livelihood skills is the noblest way to fight deeprooted poverty, social class oppression and
exclusion. Society reaches out practical care to
orphans and

•

Elementary education to children of
deprived classes.

•

Environmental Protection through Forestry.

Pragyavataran Educational Society has been
granted Registration u/s 12A of the Income tax
Act 1961.
This society has also been granted Registration u/s
80G of Income Tax Act 1961.
Further, our society also has Registration under
the FCRA Act and has a license issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs to accept donation from
foreign accounts / countries.

Our Presence
http://pragyavataran.org

Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India

Chakrata, Uttarakhand, India

THEMATIC AREAS
- Gaia Anandam School
http://pragyavataran.org

“Joy of being” or the Anandam program is
sanctuary of comfort and learning for Kids
who would have turned Child workers. More
than 12.6 Million Indian children, born in
poverty wake up to uncertain days of
humiliation, abuse and employment in
hazardous industries.

development is the most rapid in this period;
consequently, this is the time when
environmental deprivation or enrichment
makes the maximum impact. Since
development is proceeding at a very fast rate,
unfavourable experiences such as lack of
adequate food, health care, nurture or
stimulation, unhealthy living conditions hinder
development to a considerable extent. In the
same way favourable conditions foster
development. The effect is long lasting since
the foundation for development is laid in early
years.

The Centre, which started as a platform for
providing preschool education to the
disadvantaged has now taken a new vision
and new meaning- it is now being
projected as a landmark model of Reverse
Integration. It has run multiple
programmes that have all been designed to
be comprehensive, scalable, replicable and
cost-effective.
The cost free “Anandam” Classroom is open
12.00 Noon onwards at the Pragyavataran
Green Educational Campus for children of
age 5-14. Classroom Curriculum is Maths,
English, Hindi, and General Knowledge, along
with any special attention to fulfil specific
learning gaps on a case basis. This training
design enables admissions in Primary Formal
school, help them inculcate curiosity and lay
All programmes in Anandam are childa strong foundation for adult life.
centric and are designed to ensure that
enrolment in schools increase, drop-outs
We aim to fulfil our responsibility and
from schools decrease and that children's
commitment towards our mission, by
learning out-comes and overall
improving and empowering the lives of
underprivileged children through education. development improvement.
We recognize education as the right of every
child, that enables them to escape the
vicious circle of ignorance, disease and
poverty.
The first 6 years of life are critical for
development in humans as the rate of

THEMATIC AREAS
- Manna Mid-day Meal
http://pragyavataran.org

Our society continues to fight against hunger,
malnutrition through mid-day meal program;
also helpful to promote education amongst
children who learn better on fuller tummies.
Classroom hunger distracts thousands of
innocent kids. As a Non-Governmental partner
of the National Mid-Day meal plan,
Pragyavataran improves the nutritional status
of school-age children. This program supplies
free lunches on working days for children in the
pre-primary bracket. Food menu developed by
the all Women Volunteer team helps meet
nutritional challenges for kids, for many the
sole meal of the day.

in the country, encouraging them to attend
school and partake of nutritious and healthy
meals. This has not only increased attendance
of children at schools but also gives children
the required amount of nutrition.
The ultimate goal of this program is to deter
malnutrition and promote access to basic
education. The incentive of a wholesome,
nutritious meal is compelling enough for
parents to allow children to skip work and join
formal schooling.
With the successful implementation of the
program, children supported by the society-

 Receive hot, nutritious meals every day in
Apart from the mid-day meal program, we also
schools, protecting them from hunger
provide them with the opportunity to groom
sports skills, quality education, extra-curricular  Are encouraged to come to school every
day and get education
activities and social awareness programmes for
holistic personality development.
 Have improved nutritional status, physical
and cognitive development
The Mid-Day Meal Program has played a
crucial role in promoting education for children

THEMATIC AREAS
- Udbhav Skill Training School
http://pragyavataran.org

UDBHAV or “to arise from” converges with
the National Mission of a “SKILLED INDIA”.
Pragyavataran’s focus is:


Sustainable Livelihoods



Employment



Training for Trainers

UDBHAV Vocational training Project trains
underserved women and girls in the
various job-oriented sectors.

The Society runs various programmes that
focus on skill development and provide
livelihood support to women and work for
the holistic development of children and
adolescent girls.
The goal is to empower young women to
create a better life for themselves and their
children. A key to this is to give them training
that provides them with relevant skills that
matches the needs of the local labour market.

Around 200 impoverished women
participated during the year in this project
where they received training in food
preparation, catering and industrial sewing.
The training centre is fully equipped to
provide the women with relevant training
and practice.
Major activities carried out during the
year are:
 Conducted hotel management training
for underprivileged girls in association
with Radisson Blue Hotel Greater Noida.

 Sewing machines distributed to women
who participated and got sewing and
tailoring training during the year.
It is a common thing to observe that women
are unable to complete their studies or do not
get proper jobs or lack in skills, which leads to
deteriorating financial condition. They are
dependent on others or unable to support their
families. By providing vocational training to the
girls and women, we can help them a step
further so that they could be self-reliant and
confidently in charge of their financial futures.

 Apart from various traditional
vocational trainings, general business
operations skills also provided.

THEMATIC AREAS
- Teach India Program
http://pragyavataran.org

“Teach India” is a CSR initiative of The Times
of India. With the British Council as its
knowledge partner, the initiative is
implemented on ground through the partner
NGOs.

rooms, and managing the day-to-day
affairs at the teaching centre.

An important pillar of Teach India in reaching
out to the target beneficiaries, Society is
responsible for organising the spoken English
classes, getting the learners in the class-

and even storytelling. These are all very easy
to teach programmes in which simple topics
have to be taught to children mostly at
primary school level. The teaching would be
one-on-one or to small groups of children.

Teach India aims to help undereducated
children through a variety of programmes,
including basic education, support classes

Our Society was actively engaged in the
Teach India project and successfully conducted the teaching activities during the year.
More than 60 underprivileged women
participated in the program from the nearby
localities.

THEMATIC AREAS
- Reproductive Health Education to
Adolescent Girls
http://pragyavataran.org

The objective of the program is to identify the
reproductive health issues associated with
adolescence and their readiness to avail
services like Adolescent Friendly Clinic (AFC)
among rural and urban school going children.

Participants were asked to identify from
where they had accessed their reproductive
health information. They were provided
with an extensive list of different sources of
information.

Sexual and Reproductive Health Awareness
Day was held on February 12 at society’s
Noida campus. More than 50 women and
adolescent girls participated in the program.
Efforts were made to raise awareness about
sexual and reproductive health issues and to
educate to reduce the spread of sexually
transmitted infections. Sexually transmitted
infections continue to be one of the major
public health concerns.

Reproductive health of adolescent girls is
crucial since it determines the health of
future generations to come. With
urbanization and liberal attitudes in
contemporary Indian society, there is an
increased likelihood of indulging in sexual
proximity at an early age, the burden of
which is usually borne by the female sex.
Hence, adolescent girls are at risk of
unwanted pregnancy, reproductive tract
infections (RTIs) and also a spectrum of
social and psychological consequences such
as discontinuation of education, forced early
marriages, unplanned pregnancies, unsafe
abortions, and depression.
Volunteers and staff of society had several
community visits during the year where they
had conversation with women and
adolescent girls of the society. We found this
way was an effective means of awareness
generation about Reproductive Health
Education to Adolescent Girls.

Participants were asked about
their awareness of a range of
sexual and reproductive health
issues. The four key areas
explored were family planning,
pregnancy and menstruation,
gender and sexual relationships,
and love and marriage.

THEMATIC AREAS
- Dental & Eye Check-up Camps
http://pragyavataran.org

Society organized a health camp for the general public in association with J.S. Hospital

were examined. The people attending the
Camp were instated through an orientation
program by the doctors on 'How

Noida. The camp offered free dental and
eye check-up.
The participants were addressed with
some salient points on how to maintain a
good oral hygiene and eyecare. The importance of good oral health and its impact on the overall well-being of an individual was also emphasized. Total of 121
patients were examined.
to protect teeth and eyes' after the
check-up.
During these health camps, many
children were identified having refractive errors, which can be corrected by
using prescription spectacles. At early
stages, with regular usage of these
spectacles, good exercises and better
diet, children with minor errors can
The importance of diet and regular eye check also be cured and this was explained to the
parents during the camps.
ups was emphasized. A total of 68 patients

THEMATIC AREAS
- Vaccination Camp for School Children
http://pragyavataran.org

India, with about 430 million children has the
world’s largest child population with every
sixth child in the world referring to India as
home. According to a recent statistic, about

To fulfil this deficiency in our society conducted free vaccination camp for school
children in our Noida campus. Apart from free
vaccination, we also aimed to conduct health
screening of all the
children present in
a school with the
help of Volunteers
and Doctors.
The Basic prescreening included
Height and weight
measurement for
BMI index, eye
check up, chest

half or 54% children in India have received
full immunization. The numbers
demonstrate a basic problem faced by our
society exhorted by increased negligence of
health care to the poor children which
eventually robs them of a normal life.

pain test, checking for any existing health
problems etc. Utilizing this data, a general
physician will check the health of each child,
asses his/her problems and refer to specialist
doctors for further check-ups or treatment.

THEMATIC AREAS
- Festival Celebrations
http://pragyavataran.org

International women’s day is a day of
celebration and reflection on progress made
to promote and protect women’s equality
and human rights. It is celebrated globally to
appreciate the contribution made by Women
to societal development.

Tapping the power and potential
of women is essential to
addressing the global challenges we face. When women
and girls have access to education, healthcare & nutrition,
and are involved in decision
making processes, their families and communities are
more productive and stable.

We are working directly with
underprivileged women to call for change in
society and to celebrate acts of courage and
determination by women who have played
an extraordinary role in their ordinary lives.
On this International Women’s
day our society has organized a
celebration event in village
Gejha, Noida. More than 150
women from the nearby communities have participated in
the programme. Women were
given personal and menstrual
hygiene related information,
and sanitary napkins were
distributed.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
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